
100+ years of entertaining Wheatley



Primrose League 
Established in 1883, the Primrose League was a milestone in political 
development in Britain as it provided a more social aspect to political 
campaigning and lobbying. It appealed to women at a time before they 
were able to vote, and  by 1891 over half of the membership of the 
League were women.

The Oxford Journal on 23 October 1886 reported the inaugural meeting 
of '1744 Wheatley Habitation'. At the AGM the following year, Mrs Biscoe 
of Holton Park was re-elected as Ruling Councillor, Mr Gale of Garsington 
as Secretary, and Mr E Bott of Wheatley as Treasurer. Miss Tyndale, Miss 
Frampton and Mrs Way joined the Council. Other reports in 1888 and 
1889, detailed its fete in Holton, and on 16 August 1890, a cricket match 
between Forest Hill and Holton, followed by a programme of sports.



In 1895 Wilfrid Sheldon remembered a good 6d. worth 

German Bands, dancing bears, sword swallowers, fire-eaters and stilt walkers
in the village. 



In1895 Wilfrid Sheldon remembered a good 6d. worth 

Organ grinders with monkeys and the cheerful piano organs, travelling circuses and 
menageries, all usually in the Crown Yard.



In 1895 Wilfrid Sheldon remembered a good 6d. worth 

A lion trainer entering the 
lion’s cage with men with 
red hot iron bars in case of 
emergency, trainer with a 
whip in one hand, a pistol in 
the other.



In1895 Wilfrid Sheldon remembered a good 6d. worth 

The final item was always the 
same, Dick Turpin’s ride to York. 
After cantering round the ring a 
few times, Turpin in a red coat 
on his famous mare jumped a 
gate and disappeared.



1902 Coronation of Edward VII

Oxford 1902  Coronation 
medal found recently in 

Steph Cox’s garden



1902 Coronation -
Meat tea in Wheatley



Mid 1900s, Ellen Gunn remembered

Wild beast show Bostock and Wombwell came to the village in the field where 132 
Church Road, now stands, more or less opposite the Kings Arms.

Old caravans arriving for feasts and fairs erecting stalls under the trees near the 
Alderman’s House [College Farm], sold glittering china, rattles, dolls, wheel 
barrows, sweets and even gingerbread snaps. Coconut shies, peep-shows, dancing 
booths with a local fiddler.

A butcher used to come from Oxford to cook sausages; gas flares to light up at 
night.



Mid 1900s, Ellen Gunn remembered

One amusement called ‘sea on land’. The old people had a ride and it made them 
ill!

Cheapjacks used to sell their crockery in White Hart Yard, Peep Shows, stalls, 
waxworks and many amusements often came.

Men used to come with dancing bears, also a music man with five instruments 
working at once, bells on a trumpet-shaped hat, drum, cymbals triangle etc. 

Fiddlers used to play in booths for dancing at Feasts and Fairs.



Football 

A football club was 
established by 1902 
and the first photo, 
outside the Merry 
Bells, which we have 
is of the team in 
1907, (we have most 
of the names). 



Cricket

There was also a cricket team the 
same year (again we have most of 
the names). The background is 
believed to be an earlier version of 
a dovecote on the Shotover estate

There is a record of a Merry Bells 
cricket team in 1894.

In 1922, this was run as a 
combined team between the 
Merry Bells and the British Legion



Cycling

Wheatley had a long 
history of cycle shops 
which, by the 1950s, 
manifested itself as Cycle 
Speedway teams in the 
1950s.



Coronation of George V 
in 1911 - Sports



1923 – Trial by 
Jury



1929
W.I. 

Pageant



Charabanc outing in 1930 – look at the hats!



1935 George V Silver Jubilee



1937 Coronation of 
George VI



Drama group in 1950



1953 Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II



1953 Coronation of Elizabeth II



1953 Coronation of Elizabeth II –
village celebrations



1953 Coronation of Elizabeth II
Outside Hanks Cottage in Crown Square: L to R: Bob Clack, ?, Jack Hanks, Eileen Dungey (nee Hanks), 

Mr Hanks (senior), Jack Hanks horse (Winston), Norman Hanks, George Dungey, Les Hilsdon



1953 Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II

£357 cost is equivalent to 
about £30,000 today



The ‘Not So Young Club’ in the 1950s at Mulberry Court



Cast for a play in the early 1950s in the Merry Bells



Girl Guides at a Valentine’s dance in 1958

1 Sarah Fitt 2 Yvonne Paris 3 Leader from Garsington 4 ? 5 Gloria Knight 6 Katherine Allen 
7 Diane Syson 8 Jean Harrison (Wheatley leader) 9 Angela Coleman 10 Kathleen Spence 

11 Margaret Coleman 12 Marguerite Paris 13 Gladys King 14 Kay Humphries 15 Deborah Syson



Wheatley Festival in 1976

Tug-of-war
Templars Close team



Wheatley Festival in 1976



Wheatley Festival in 1976

Wheatley Morris Men
Dick the musician, David Oxford,
Peter Mott, John Brock,
John Brookes, bagman  Barry ?
Ron Hollingworth, Mick Jones,
John Chandler, the fool (top hat and 
frock) David ?



Queen’s silver jubilee in 1977

Procession with floats



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977

Skittles



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977

Silver Jubilee 1977 
with traditional Games.

Knur and Spell. The ball, 'Knur' (seen 
in the air in line with his midriff) is 

launched from the flat piece of 
timber on the ground and he then 

has to hit it as far as possible with the 
stick, the 'Spell', in his hand.



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977

Wellie 
Wanging



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977

Tin Can Shy



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977

Pole
Jousting



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977

Wheatley’s first 
pantomime?



Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977



Pram Race at the Wheatley Festival in 1982

in Crown Square



Pram Race in 1987

with a bed!



Merry Bells Centenary 1988

Processing outside 
the Sandpiper in 

High Street



Merry Bells Centenary 1988



Merry Bells Centenary 1988



Merry Bells Centenary 1988



Millennium Celebration 2000

Still processing…



Millennium Celebration 2000



Millennium Celebration 2000

Introducing 
exhibitions after 
the Archive was 
officially formed



Village Produce Association 2001



Village Produce 
Association Awards 

in 2002



VPA 70th Anniversary in 2010
In 2010, Wheatley Village Produce Association (V.P.A.) 

celebrated the 70th anniversary of its formation during the 

Second World War. During this time, the Village Produce 

Association has served the local community well in a 

variety of ways and is now probably the oldest established 

organisation in Wheatley. While some of the earliest 

activities such as the Annual Show and Dinner remain, 

more social activities are now enjoyed by members such as 

the annual day trips to gardens of note or large horticultural 

shows and a year-long programme of events and lectures. 

Recent years have also seen the introduction of holidays 

where members can mix horticulture with pleasure.



Celebration of Queen’s Diamond Jubilee - 2012

Still processing…
Clive Hallett as 

Queen Elizabeth I



Celebration of Queen’s Diamond Jubilee - 2012



Celebration of Queen’s Diamond Jubilee - 2012

Sue and 
Chris Hales



Celebration of Queen’s Diamond Jubilee - 2012

Tea on the rec. 
in the rain



Celebration of Queen’s Diamond Jubilee - 2012



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016

Wheatley Park 
Soul Band



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016

Dave Simms, 
Paddy Hill,

Harry Mennie



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016

Wheatley Community 
Choir, also known as 

'Around the Piano' run 
by Rachel Cave



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016

Asda Community 
staff



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016

The cake with the 
cook - Karen Betts



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 
2016

Some ‘floats’ have now become a means of transport 
rather than walking



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016

Wheatley Cubs 
and Scouts



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 
2016



The Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016

Edna Ackroyd, 
Nikki (Olive’s carer), 

Tony Barry (background), 
Olive Drake



Wheatley Society recent events

40th anniversary
in 2014 with original 

members



Wheatley Society 
recent events

2017



Wheatley Society 
recent events

2019



What did the Wheatley and District 
Conservative Association do?

We know that they held:
Annual dinner

Whist Drive
Christmas party
Cine film shows

Stratford Theatre trip in 1957
BBQ

Wine & cheese



What did the British Legion do?

We know that they held:
Children’s parties

Bingo
Annual dinner

Trip to the Imperial War Museum
Visited Chelsea Pensioners 11 July 2013

Speakers and luncheons
Poppy Day



100+ years of entertaining Wheatley




